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Lesser Horseshoe Bat
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External Features: HB 37-45 mm, FA 34-42 mm, T 23-33 mm and W 5-9
gr. It is the smallest horseshoe bat, significantly smaller than all others. Upper
connecting process rounded, lower connecting process (sella from side view)
longer and pointed. Fur soft and fluffy; grey-brown on dorsal surface and lighter
underneath. Youngsters quite distinct with all fur on their body being gray.
Wraps its wings completely around the body when torpid.

Biological Features: Fluttering flight, with relatively fast wing beats, high
maneuverability and capable of hovering, Forms maternity colonies of 10 to
500 individuals. Often hibernates singly, sometimes very close to the ground.
Occasionally up to 500 individuals roost in one site, but bats hang singly neverin
clusters. Feeds mainly on midges, moths, craneflies, Neuroptera and Coleoptera.
Sedentary with the longest recorded movement of 153 km. After about seven
weeks of pregnancy gives birth to one or two young (one third of females
bearing twins) and attains maturity at the first year. The average lifespan in the
wild is about 3 to 4 years, however the maximum age recorded in captivity is
21 years.

Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: Forages close to ground within
and along the edges of broadleaf deciduous woodland, riparian vegetation,
Mediterranean and sub-Mediterranean shrubland. Summer roosts (breeding
colonies) are in natural and artificial undergroundsites in the southern part of the
range, and attics and buildings in the northern part (as in Guilan). Hibernates in
underground sites including small caves and burrows. Occurs from sea level up
02000 m. and in Tran up to 2600 m, asl. Itis not so common in Iran. Recorded
from Khorasan Razavi, Mazandaran, Guilan, Tehran, Ardabil, West Azarbaijan,
Kermanshah, Markazi, Zanjan, Chaharmahal bakhtiari, Ilam, Lorestan, Fars and
Hormozgan provinces.

Conservation Status: It has a large range, fairly common and apparently
stable in many areas, hence listed as “Least Concern” (LC) in IUCN Red
List of threatened species. The main threats include disturbance and loss of
underground habitats and attics, agricultural intensification, fragmentation and
isolation of habitats, and the use of pesticides in agricultural areas. Its population
decline in Iran has been considerable through the past decades and is in need of
protection. Protecting maternity roosting sites, hibernation caves and foraging
habitats is recommended.
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Family: Hipposideridae
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Order: Chiroptera
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Hipposiderosfulvus U wS (5145 w ows (les
Fulvus Roundleaf Bat

External Characters: HB 40-50 mm, FA 39-45 mm, T 22-29 mm, W
8-9 g. A small-sized leaf-nosed bat with large ears (19-23 mm) that leads to
rounded tips. Noseleaf about 5 mm wide with an indented upper portion
divided into four shallow cells by three vertical ridges. Dorsal fur colour vary
widely from dull yellow (thus the name fulvus) to pale gray, chestnut brown
and golden orange. Ventral fur is yellowish white to pure white. Tail wholly
enclosed by the uropatagium.

Biological Features: Colonies may range from a few individuals to several
hundred (no colony larger than 25 was found in Pakistan). Do not form
clusters, but hang separately. It suspends freely by its hind feet. A late flyer with
a slow; fluttering and maneuverable flight. Forage close to the ground or the
canopy. Feeds on moths, cockroaches and small coleopterans. A single young
is born in April and May after a gestation period of 10 weeks, though mating
may occur up to five months earlier. The youngattach inverted to their mothers
false teats in the pubic region for about six weeks. It may undergo prolonged
periods of inactivity in winter. Lifespan in the wild is at least 12 years.
Habitat, Distribution and Abundance: A very rare bat species in Iran,
onlyrecorded once from Tujak, Hormozgan Province, in 2000 when upperand
lower jaw bone remains of one individual discovered in the pellets of Spotted
owlet (Athene brama). This extends the westernmost range of the species by
650 km from the Pakistani Baluchestan. The surrounding landscape where this
species recorded is a stony desert with very steep rocks with numerous cracks
and fissures. However, it has been reported form both wet and dry habitats,
elsewhere. Roosts in ruins, temples, cellars, caves and abandoned wells.
Conservation Status: Nothing is known about its status in Iran. Listed as
“Least Concern” (LC) in IUCN Red List of threatened species.



